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Question: What do you understand by Geopolitics? Analyze it in the
context of its major principles and current global problems like
Venezuela.

Answer:

When we try to understand international politics, our attention is often
drawn to the statements of leaders or their ideologies. But the truth is
that behind all this, a 'silent player' is at work, which we call geography.
Geopolitics is essentially the lens through which we see how a country's
land, its seas, and the resources buried beneath it influence its politics.
Napoleon said something very pertinent many years ago that "A country's
foreign policy is determined by its geography," and this statement is



proving absolutely true in today's world.

If we explore the roots of this subject(Geopolitics), scholars like Friedrich
Ratzel and Rudolf Kjellén initiated it. Ratzel even went so far as to say that
a state is not an inert object but like a living organism that needs space to
grow.

To understand this concept deeply, we must look at two major theories.
On one side was Halford Mackinder, who believed in the power of land. He
called the area of Russia and Central Asia the 'Heartland' and claimed
that whoever controls this area will be the ruler of the entire world. On the
other side was Alfred Thayer Mahan, who believed that the real power lay
hidden in the seas. If we look today, America's dominance is largely based
on Mahan's 'Sea Power' theory, as its navy monitors every sea route in the
world.

In today's era, geopolitics is not limited merely to maps; it has become
'Resource Politics'. The biggest and most painful example of this is
Venezuela. Venezuela is the country in the world with the largest oil
reserves, but this very oil has become a curse for it.

When Venezuelan presidents, especially Hugo Chavez, decided that they
would use their country's oil for their people and cut the profits of big
Western oil companies, the country became a ‘chessboard' for major
powers. The attempted coup against Chavez in 2002, which resulted in
him being detained for some time, was not a pro-democracy movement,
but a calculated geopolitical conspiracy to re-establish control over its oil.

The economic blockade and political instability we see in Venezuela today
are, in fact, part of this very geopolitics. On one side are the US and its
allies, and on the other, Russia and China are supporting the Maduro
government. This is not a battle of ideologies but a war for control over oll
pipelines. The example of Venezuela teaches us that if your geography
contains valuable resources and you do not comply with the



superpowers, your sovereignty will always be at risk.
Conclusion

In conclusion, we can say that governments come and go, but a country's
geography does not change. Whether it is the war in Ukraine (which is
linked to Russia's border security) or the oil crisis in
Venezuela—geography is at the center of all of them. Geopolitics teaches
us that no friendship or enmity in the world is permanent; only 'national
interests' are permanent, and those interests are always tied to the
country's geographical location.
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